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lerished cultural heri- 
the time to sit down 
LO books in their com- 
rse not! It would take 
mention a fortune in 
editors of this gigantic 


work have done this for you. The book 
reviewer in the DETROIT FREE PRESS 
put it this way: “I found that I could, in 
effect, reread ‘The Bridge of San Luis Rey’ 
in minutes and get a lot of enjoyment out 
of doing so.” You and your family can 
thrill to the delight of renewing old ac¬ 
quaintances with old favorites. What’s 
more, you can sample new authors and 
their works in “Masterplots” and then de¬ 
cide for yourself what is worth reading in 
the original. Yes, here is a way to save 
time and money—to help children select 
the authors they like best for further study 
and pleasure. 

AN INSPIRATION TO CHILDREN. 

For sehoolwork, book reviews, study—and 
above all, reading for pleasure and re¬ 
laxation—this 15 volume set provides the 
magic to inspire students to appreciate the 
classics—to understand the wisdom of the 
ages. The child who is exposed to the 
great thoughts of great men learns a life¬ 
time of valuable knowledge. Let your boy 
or girl discover the wonders contained in 
these fifteen hundred volumes in digest 
form. Let him meet such renowned clas¬ 


sical writers as Aesop, Hans Christian 
Andersen, Thomas Aquinas, Aristophanes, 
Aristotle, Sir Francis Bacon, Robert Brown¬ 
ing, Julius Caesar, Geoffrey Chaucer, 
Cicero, Dante, Charles Dickens, Alexander 
Dumas, Goethe, Homer, Kipling, John 
Milton, Plato, Edgar Allan Poe, Marco 
Polo, Sir Walter Scott, Shakespeare, Ber¬ 
nard Shaw, Mark Twain and hundreds 
more plus over 40 Nobel Prize Winners. 

Cancel Anytime You Wish 
Keep Free Volume as a Gift! 

After reading Volume One, you and your 
family may wish to go on to acquire the 
remaining books of this gigantic 15 volume 
set—volume by volume. Each exciting new 
volume will come to your family EN¬ 
TIRELY ON APPROVAL-for 7 days 
FREE EXAMINATION — with no obli¬ 
gation to keep or buy. You may buy as 
few volumes as you please — even none at 
all if you so decide. 

In any event, your big Volume One 
is yours to keep—absolutely FREE! 
While they last - Mail that GIFT 
CERTIFICATE CARD NOW! 
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Here are just some of the 
greatest 20th Century writ¬ 
ers included in this huge 
reference work. 

Henryk Sienkiewicz 
Giosue Carducci 
Rudyard Kipling 
Selma Lagerlof 
Gerhart Hauptmann 
Romain Rolland 
Verner von Heidenstam 
Henrik Pontoppidan 
Knut Hamsun 
Anatole France 
William Butler Yeats 
Ladislas S. Reymont 
George Bernard Shaw 
Grazia Deledda 
Sigrid Undset 
Thomas Mann 
Sinclair Lewis 
John Galsworthy 
Ivan Bunin 
Luigi Pirandello 
Eugene Gladstone O'Neill 
Pear! S. Buck 
Frans Eemil Sillanpaa 
Johannes V. Jensen 
Hermann Hesse 
Andre' Gide 
T. S. Eliot 
William Faulkner 
Par Lagerkvist 
Francois Mauriac 
Winston Churchill 
Ernest Hemingway 
Halldor Laxness 
Juan Ramon Jimenez 
Albert Camus 
John Steinbeck 


CLAIM YOUR FIRST VOLUME AS A 
FREE GIFT! add each volume only 
if you're pleased. 

Without obligation of any kind, you can 
have this first exciting volume of the 
magnificent MASTERPLOTS: Digests of 
World Literature. To claim your FREE 
VOLUME for your family just mail en¬ 
closed GIFT CERTIFICATE. 

HERE'S WHY YOU RECEIVE THIS TRE¬ 
MENDOUS GIFT AT OUR EXPENSE. 

This big Volume One is given to your 
family FREE so that you can sample the 
works of the great masters — so that you 
can prove to yourself that it is possible to 
own the World's Finest Literature in a 
single bookshelf. You will meet the most 
famous writers mankind ever produced — 
and be inspired by the greatest thoughts 
and ideas ever written. 

By enjoying this FREE VOLUME now, 
you will see how the complete 15 volume 
set will stimulate and instruct your chil¬ 
dren . . . for these are all masterpieces 
taken from thirty centuries of tales that 
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the CLASSICS 


ADAM BEDE by George Eliot - English classic 
about a woman’s place in society and her 
struggle to gain happiness. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN by Carl Sandburg — More 
than thirty years of preparation by one of our 
best biographers went into this book. 

THE AENEID by Publius Vergilius Maro —A study 
of ancient Rome and its civilization in easy-to- 
understand form. 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND by Lewis Carroll-Excit¬ 
ing fantasy for children. Adults view this book 
as a gentle satire on education, politics, litera¬ 
ture and Victorian life. Children love the 
dream world and adventure. 

ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT by Remarque 
—A realistic war story about World War I and 
its effect on the soldiers who fought the battles. 
ALL THE KING'S MEN by Robert Penn Warren- 
Politics and injustice of power-greedy men 
made this a best seller. 

ANNA KARENINA by Leo Tolstoy— A fascinat¬ 
ing story of Russia during the nineteenth 
century. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

—One of our most famous Americans tells of 
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BABBITT by Sinclair Lewis —One of the most con¬ 
vincing characters of modern America makes 
this an all-time favorite. 

BAMBI by Felix Salten —A lovable story about a 
deer who learns he must travel alone if he is 
to be strong and wise. 

THE BLACK ARROW by Robert Louis Stevenson- 

Historical romance of 15th century England. 
Adventure and love are mixed for much ex¬ 
citement. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL by Charles Dickens— Fa¬ 
mous classic about a miser and how he dis¬ 
covers the happiness that comes from giving 
at Christmas. 

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT by Dostoevski—A dis¬ 
cussion of man and how he pays by suffering 
for his crimes against men. 

THE DIALOGUES OF PLATO— Outstanding philo¬ 
sophical discussions that invoke questions and 
challenges centuries later. 

THE MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION by Lloyd C. Doug, 
las —The story of a famous brain surgeon in a 
novel that keeps the reader interested and 
entertained. 

MAIN STREET by Sinclair Lewis— A small mid- A 
west town is clearly depicted to show typical l 
small town attitudes during the beginning of * 
the twentieth century. 

NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR by George Orwell—A 

fantastic picture of the future of man that in¬ 
cludes television and gadgets and the uneasi¬ 
ness that comes from medical and electronic 
advancements. 

THE REPUBLIC by Plato— A masterpiece about an 
ideal state written in 400 B.C. The author’s 
ability to present ideas and discuss the objec¬ 
tives of man is considered an outstanding work 
of all time. 
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THE IDEA FOR THE DIGEST BEGAN 18 YEARS AGO! 


It would literally take a lifetime to read 3000 years of great Literature and the 
investment and storage space needed would stagger the most prosperous citizen. 
That’s why Editor Frank N. Magill began MASTERPLOTS in 1946. His aim 
was to popularize the “classics” so that busy people could absorb the works of 
great men in a short time. 


Here, in these 15 volumes, you’ll find a wealth of history, science, philosophy, 
geography and politics as well as fiction, drama and poetry. The educational 
and cultural value of MASTERPLOTS alone warrants a place on your bookshelf. 


His MASTERPLOTS does just that! With its 1510 quick-reference digests you 
can easily sample any of the World’s Finest Classics in 5 minutes. These ingeni¬ 
ous, compact digests enable you to “reread” an old favorite, or to “pre-read” 
something new. Here is perhaps the quickest way to taste as many of the classics 
as possible without becoming engulfed in the details. 


As a standard reference, every member of your family will benefit from these 
time-saving digests of the masterpieces of all time. From Homer to Hemingway 
you make every minute count in deciding “what books to read next?” Over a 
hundred English Faculty members helped select these Great Classics. Each 
manuscript passed through the hands of not less than three and often five or 
six staff members before it became accepted. 


The most profound thoughts, ideas and statements ever written during the past 
3000 years are here condensed and summarized so that you will have them at 
your fingertips for instant reference. 


Over a quarter million families now enjoy the “Masterplots” idea in their home 
libraries . . . and rare indeed is the “best seller” that approaches this record. In 
high schools and Universities “MASTERPLOTS” is now the accepted standard 
reference in its field. 
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Fascinating Adventure Tales • Thrilling 
Historical Works • Inspiring Biographies 

• Breath-taking Poetry • Greatest Drama 

• Travel and Romance. 




..OVER 1500 OUTSTANDING 
LITERARY WORKS OF THE WORLD 
IN EASY-TO-READ DIGEST FORM ... 

Over 750 Authors 40 Nobel Prize Winners 
100 Faculty Advisers 
3000 Years of Great Literature 
Now Condensed in 15 Volumes 



D THIS TINY FRACTION OF THE VAST CONTENTS 




THE SECOND WORLD WAR by Winston Churchill— 

Magnificently told account of the events and 
background of our most destructive war of his¬ 
tory by the famous English statesman who 
played an important part in helping the Allies 
to victory. 

THE SOUND AND THE FURY by William Faulkner- 

A Mississippi town comes to life and the decay 
of a southern family presents an exciting tale 
of customs and manners of an era just passed. 
HUCKLEBERRY FINN by Mark Twain— Boyhood 
and all its glory is depicted realistically by one 
of America’s most famous writers. 

THE ILIAD by Homer—This heroic epic tells of 
the Trojan War and ancient times in beautiful 
poetic form. 

DAS KAPITAL by Karl Marx— The political be¬ 
liefs of this famous Communist give a clear 
view of the socialized state. 

THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW by Washington 
Irving—America’s first professional writer tells 
a tale of mystery and local color. 

LIFE OF NELSON by Robert Southey—Story of 
adventure and romance about one of England’s 
most colorful and exciting naval heroes. 



writer’s concern for the inward or subconscious 
mentality of his people reflects the widespread 
interest of the 1920’s. 

THE SUN ALSO RISES by Ernest Hemingway—A 

fascinating story of the era ust after World 
War I and a group who considered themselves 
the lost generation. 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES by Charles Dickens— A 

historical romance about the French Revolu¬ 
tion by a remarkable story teller. 

THE TITAN by Theodore Dreiser-^Full length por¬ 
trait of a great financial wizard told with 
thoroughness and vivid description. 

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN by Harriet Beecher Stowe— 
An excellent picture of the problems of the 
slave before the Civil War. 

WAR AND PEACE by Leo Tolstoy— 

A panorama of Russian life in that active pe¬ 
riod of history known as the Napoleonic Era. 
THE WHITE COMPANY by Arthur Conan Doyle— 
From its pages we can get an accurate picture 
of many types of people in feudal times as 
well as some insight into the fruitless wars 
with France. 

THE WASPS by Aristophanes— A good example 


fflORL® 



Editors Frank N. Magill and Dayton Kohler at work 
in the Library at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 
where Editor Kohler is Professor of English. Editor 
Magill, whose graduate degree is from Columbia 
University, is the originator and Senior Editor of 
Masterplots. Dayton Kohler is well known as a book 
reviewer for the Louisville Courier-Journal. He is 
also a contributor to The Bookman, The North 
American Review, The Sewanee Review, The Eng¬ 
lish Journal, College English and Commonwealth. 
“The reason for the success of the Masterplots ap¬ 
proach,” states Editor Magill, “is that any reader 
from high school freshman to a Doctor of Philosophy 
will save time, money and energy whether his objec¬ 
tive is a student theme or a professional study. The 
Masterplots method enables you to apply to any 
masterpiece, ancient or modern, your own personal 
test of interest—in keeping with Francis Bacon’s 
dictum that ‘Some books are to be tasted, others to be 
swallowed, and some to be chewed and digested’.” 
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rifts Lire wr iAmucL jwnNSUN, il.u. oy james 
Boswell —This is considered the greatest biog¬ 
raphy yet produced in the English Lanugage. 

LITTLE WOMEN by Louisa May Alcott— A senti¬ 
mental romance that is best loved for its 
warmth and sincerity. The happy and sad 
events that occur in the March family appeal 
to young and old alike. 

LORD JIM by Joseph Conrad 
Jim was an outcast and a wanderer among the 
ports and islands of the east. The author lets 
the reader decide whether or not Jim was a 
hero or a villain. 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE by Jane Austen— A telling 
satire of the English country gentlefolk of her 
day is presented by a novelist known for her 
superbly drawn characters. 

PREJUDICES by H. L. Mencken—A collection of 
essays that can be divided into two categories: 
literary criticism and criticism of the Amer¬ 
ican scene. 

RICHARD THE SECOND by William Shakespeare- 

One of Shakespeare’s best known historical 
plays and his first truly independent work in 
this form. 

MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY by Charles Nordhoff 
and James Norman Hall— Adventure at its best 
concerning actual fact about a ship sailing 
from England in 1787. 

OF MICE AND MEN by John Steinbeck— A senti¬ 
mental melodrama by a Nobel Prize-winning/d 
author. Tightly knit story about a poor farm A 
ing area in Central California 
THE PHOENICIAN WOMEN by Euripides— Classi¬ 
cal tragedy that is more packed with incident 
than any other Greek play presented about 

400 B. C. 

STRANGE INTERLUDE by Eugene O'Neill— The 




by one of the world’s best authors of ancient 
times. 

TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA by William Shakes¬ 
peare — Romantic, witty play by England’s 
most famous bard. 

UNCLE VANYA by Anton Chekhov— Famous Rus¬ 
sian writer explains strong emotions that are 
typical of individuals in society. 

LEAVES OF GRASS by Walt Whitman—Famous 
book of poetry with broad scope. Covers phi¬ 
losophy, propaganda and humor. 

THE LUCK OF ROARING CAMP AND OTHER 
SKETCHES by Bret Harte— Wonderful tales of the 
West and the different types of people who 
settled it. 

THE MALTESE FALCON by Dasfiiell Hammett—A 

detective novel of the hard-boiled school with 
Sam Spade as the investigator. 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT by Charles Dickens— A sen¬ 
timental mystery romance about selfishness 
and the unhappiness it brings in nineteenth 
century England and America. 

MEASURE FOR MEASURE by William Shakespeare 

—Vienna is the setting for this tragi-comedy 
about political and governmental affairs. Prob¬ 
ably Shakespeare’s most contemporary offer¬ 
ing. 

THE MIKADO by W. S. Gilbert— Comic opera 
about social conditions in Japan during the 
Middle Ages. 

THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY by Oscar Wilde- 

The remarkable tale of fantasy when a young 
man promises his soul to keep his youth. 

JULIUS CAESAR by William Shakespeare— The 

story of men’s ambitions during the height of 
Rome’s prosperity in 44 B.C. and how men 
seized power from one another. 




PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Your child will find these exciting summaries an incentive to go 
on and do more really good reading. From Robert Louis Steven¬ 
son’s “Kidnapped” or “Treasure Island” ... to Mark Twain’s “Huck 
Finn”, children form reading habits that last all their lives. 

Educators and teachers alike endorse MASTERPLOTS. Indeed, 
the answers to many English class requirements—from Junior High 
through College—are right here between the cover of these 15 
volumes. Research tests prove that a child’s ability to search out 
and understand ideas and concepts depends mightily on his read¬ 
ing habits. The student who reads more, achieves more! That’s 
why parents should help children develop an appreciation for good 
literature. And with MASTERPLOTS on your shelf, you are 
assuring their cultural background, by letting them probe for 
themselves the minds of the masters of Literature. 
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UBSCRIPTION BOOKS 


OVER 100 ENGLISH FACULTY ASSOCIATES HELPED 
CREATE THIS HUGE DIGEST OF THE CLASSICS 


Faculty Associates from leading colleges and universities 
participated in the unique MASTERPLOTS project. Here is 
just a partial list of their affiliated schools. 


Boston University 
Clark University 
Colby College 
Columbia University 
Duke University 
Eastern Oregon College 
Indiana University 
Instituto Technologic© de 
Monterey, Mexico 
Miami University 
New York University 
North Carolina State College 
Ohio State University 
Pennsylvania State University 
Princeton University 
Purdue University 
Sacramento State College 
Sarah Lawrence College 
St. John's College Annapolis 
Trinity College 

University of California at Los 
Angeles 

University College of Wales 


University of Chicago 
University of Florida 
University of Illinois 
University of Kansas 
University of Manchester, 
England 

University of Maryland 
University of Michigan 
University of North Carolina 
University of Nottingham, 
England 

University of Pennsylvania 
University of Pittsburgh 
University of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia 

University of Texas 
University of Virginia 
University of Washington 
Vanderbilt University 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
Wayne State University 
Willamette University 













The Enclosed GIFT STAMP Brings You FREE ... 
VOLUME I OF MASTERPLOTS: 

DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE 


Dear Reader: 

Enclosed is a valuable GIFT STAMP'. It will bring you, as an 
outright gift , VOLUME I containing over 90 of the greatest literary 
classics of the World -- all in easy-to-read digest form. 

This big, 320 page, FREE GIFT volume includes some 
of the finest literature of all times. From cover 
to cover here are masterpieces by such renowned 
authors as William Faulkner, Carl Sandburg, 

Aristophanes, Aesop, Lewis Carroll, Sophocles, 

Eugene O'Neill, Leo Tolstoy, Sir Walter Scott, 

Benjamin Franklin, Euripides and many more ... all 
brilliantly condensed into a few minutes' reading time . 

Volume I is yours to keep forever ... without the slightest 
obligation. It is sent to you entirely at our expense ... so you and 
your family may sample one of the most remarkable publishing works of 
our times, called -- 

MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE - 
15 VOLUMES - OVER 4300 PAGES - OVER 1500 DIGESTS 
- BY 750 GREAT AUTHORS - 40 NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS 

Three thousand years of great literature are here ... within these 
15 beautifully bound volumes. From Homer to Hemingway, from Sophocles 
to Steinbeck, here is the sum total of man's wisdom, his follies, his 
joys, his experiences, his struggles and adventures -- all in one 
complete, authoritative all-inclusive library of the classics. 

The novels ... the plays .., the epics ... the 
poems ... the histories ... the golden tales that 
warmed men's hearts for thirty centuries are 
captured for you in these 15 volumes so you may 
have the World's Greatest literature represented 
on a single bookshelf . 

Imagine if you will, the space needed to house all of these 1500 
works if they were in their original form. Imagine the time it would 
take for one person to read them all. And finally, consider the 
money invested. 




















Here then is the basic concept behind MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF 
WORLD LITERATURE -- to bring to your family all the great thoughts ... 
all the wonderful experiences ... all the inspiring wisdom of all the 
famous authors of all time ... in a simple, easy-to-read condensed 
form. 

_ Yes, through the DIGESTS you can sample in a few 

moments the awe-inspiring philosophies of such men 
as Aristotle, Plato, Saint Augustine, Bacon, 

Confucius, Kant, Locke, Schopenhauer, Spinoza and 
others. 

_ You can re-live the adventurous episodes in the 

lives of such story characters as Robin Hood, 

Robinson Crusoe, Captain Nemo of the Nautilus, 

King Arthur, Ben Hur, Jane Eyre, Don Juan, Count 
of Monte Cristo, Hercules, Ivanhoe and hundreds 
more. 

_ You can share the momentous decisions of such 

famous leaders as Caesar, Winston Churchill, John 
Adams, Alexander Hamilton, Abraham Lincoln, Cicero, 

Xenophon and scores of others. 

_ Or be entertained by the world 1 s foremost story 

tellers such as Mark Twain, Thomas Hardy, Alexandre 
Dumas, Charles Dickens, Sir Walter Scott, Jules 
Verne and hundreds more. 

For today f s busy people , the DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE are a 
valuable source of information about authors and their masterpieces. 
They are a quick way to absorb the central theme, or masterplot of each 
work in a short period of time. They enable you to taste as many of 
the classics as possible without becoming entangled in the details. 

In effect, the DIGESTS let you ,f brush-up n on the classics you might 
have read years ago. 

These time-saving capsules of the classics are an ideal reference 
for students too. Your children will find the summaries an incentive 
to go on reading more good literature. Once they*ve been exposed to 
Mark Twain 1 s Tom Sawyer , or Robert Louis Stevenson*s Treasure Island 
or Dumas 1 Three Musketeers they can f t help but form good reading 
habits that will last a lifetime. 

For schoolwork, book reviews, study and above all, reading for 
pleasure , this 15 volume set will literally open the "world of 
the classics" for your children. 
















Yes, the DIGESTS give your children a new kind of reference tool 
to help them grasp and understand the world of good literature. 

DIGESTS will help clarify for your children the real meaning of each 
masterpiece assigned to them for study. Complex books become easier 
reading when read beforehand in the DIGESTS. 

Adults, too, will be fascinated with the stories informed and 
cultured people are discussing today ... works by Nobel Prize Winner 
William Faulkner ... novels by F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway 
... stories made into movies, plays and TV dramas such as Scott ! s 
Ivanhoe , Mary Shelly*s Frankenstein , Goethe*s Faust , Werfel's Song of 
Bernadette , John Hersey*s A Bell for Adano ... and these are but a 
small sampling. 

MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE will also help you 
interpret the subtle undertones and intricate themes such as in 
Shakespeare *s Hamlet , Macbeth , Othello , Bernard Shaw*s Pygmalion , 
Candida , Man and Superman , Herman Melville's Moby Dick , Somerset 
Maugham's Of Human Bondage . 

Whether it's the Hunchback of Notre Dame or Gone With The Wind ... 
you'll discover that each digest reveals the " heart" of the story in 
lucid, easy-to-read form. 

OVER 18 YEARS IN THE MAKING'. 

Years of intensive work by a staff of literary experts went into 
this enormous project. Under the direction of Editor Frank N. Magill 
and story expert, Dayton Kohler, over 100 English Faculty Associates 
helped create MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE. 

Teachers from some of the best known colleges in the United States 
participated. At least three staff members collaborated on each review 
to give you a variety of viewpoints and a well balanced evaluation. 
Wherever possible, manuscripts were submitted to living authors for 
their approval. 

MASTERPLOTS is already an accepted standard reference in high 
schools and universities -- and over a quarter of a million families 
now enjoy MASTERPLOTS as an indispensable reference and reading guide. 

YOUR FIRST FREE GIFT VOLUME 


IS ONLY THE BEGINNING 
OF A LIFE-TIME ADVENTURE 
WITH THE WORLD'S GREATEST LITERATURE 























We make this first big volume available at no charge to prove 
conclusively that here are the most remarkable DIGESTS OF WORLD 
LITERATURE you will ever find anywhere. And we feel certain you will 
want to accumulate the entire set ... especially when you learn how 
little it will cost. 

Build This Famous Library of the Classics 
Volume after Volume 

If you are truly excited and pleased with Volume I you may, if 
you so desire, go on and receive further volumes of this all-inclusive 
15 volume set at a low price of only $2.98 per volume, plus a small 
shipping and handling charge. 

We will ship each volume to you strictly on APPROVAL ... for 7 
Days FREE examination -- with no obligation on your part to keep or buy. 

You may either remit the low price of only $2.98, plus shipping 
and handling as the complete price for each volume you keep or simply 
return that volume and owe absolutely nothing. 

CANCEL ANYTIME — YOU ARE UNDER 
NO OBLIGATION TO BUY FUTURE VOLUMES 
. . . KEEP VOLUME I AS YOUR GIFT 

You are not obligated to take any minimum number of volumes. Buy 
as few as you like or none at all. Cancel anytime you please and no 
further volumes will be sent to you. 

LIMITED EDITION — ACT TODAY 

It may be some time before we go back to press for more books, so 
we urge you to act NOW for your wonderful FREE GIFT copy. This could 
easily be one of the finest investments you ever made for your family. 

Be sure to affix the GIFT STAMP on the enclosed reservation certificate 
and mail today. 

Cordially, 


President 

HG:bh 

P. S. SORRY -- but we must limit the FREE VOLUME to one to a family . 
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OUR TOWN 

Type of work: Drama 

Author: Thornton Wilder (1897- ) 

Type of plot: Domestic romance 
Time of plot: 1901-1913 
Locale: New Hampshire 
First presented: 1938 

Principal characters: 

Dr. Gibbs, a physician 

Mrs. Gibbs, his wife 

George, and 

Rebecca, their children 

Mr. Webb, a newspaper editor 

Mrs. Webb, his wife 

Emily, and 

Wally, their children 

Simon Stimson, director of the choir 


sad had brought charges against him. 
Lucie and her father had testified they 
had met Darnay on the boat when they 
had traveled from France five years 
earlier. But an unusual circumstance 
saved the prisoner. Mr. Stryver, the 
prisoner's counsel, pointed across the 
courtroom to another man who so re¬ 
sembled the prisoner that legal identifica¬ 
tion of Darnay was shaken. The other 
man was Sydney Carton, and because of 
the likeness between the two Mr. Stryver 
Secured an acquittal for the prisoner. 
Carton's relationship to Stryver was that 
of the jackal to the lion, for the alcoholic, 
aimless Carton wrote the cases which 
Stryver pleaded in court. 

Lucie and her father lived in a small 
tenement under the care of their maid, 
Miss Pross, and their kindly friend, Mr. 
Lorry. Jerry Cruncher, porter at Tellson 
& Co., and a secret resurrectionist, was 
often helpful. Darnay and Carton be¬ 
came frequent callers in the Manette 
household, after the trial which had 
brought them together. 

In France the fury of the people grew. 
Monseigneur the Marquis St. Evremonde, 
was driving in his carriage through the 
countryside when he carelessly killed a 
child of a peasant named Gaspard. The 
nobleman returned to his castle to meet 
his nephew, who was visiting from Eng¬ 
land. Charles Darnay's views differed 
from those of his uncle. Darnay knew 
that his family had committed grave in¬ 
justices, for which he begged his uncle 
to make amends. Monseigneur the mar¬ 
quis haughtily refused. That night the 
marquis was murdered in his bed. 

Darnay returned to England to seek 
Dr. Manette's permission to court Lucie. 
In order to construct a bond of complete 
honesty, Darnay attempted to tell the 
doctor his true French name, but Manette 
fearfully asked him to wait until the 
morning of his marriage before revealing 
it. Carton also approached Lucie with a 
proposal of marriage. When Lucie re¬ 
fused, Carton asked her always to re¬ 
member that there was a man who would 


give his own life to keep a life she loved 
beside her. 

Meanwhile in France Madame De* 
large knitted into her scarf the story of 
the hated St. Evremondes. Gaspard had 
been hanged for the assassination of the 
marquis; monseigneur's house must be 
destroyed. John Barsad, the spy, brought 
news that Lucie Manette would marry 
Charles Darnay, nephew of the marquis. 
This news disturbed Defarge, for Dr. 
Manette, a former prisoner of the Bas¬ 
tille, held a special honor in the eyes of 
the Revolutionists. 

Lucie and Darnay were married. Syd¬ 
ney Carton became a loyal friend of the 
family. Time passed, and tiny Lucie 
arrived. When the child was six years 
old, in the year 1789, the French people 
stormed the Bastille. At the Bastille De¬ 
farge went to the cell where Dr. Manette 
had been a prisoner and extracted some 
papers hidden behind a stone in the wall. 

One day, while Darnay was talking to 
Mr. Lorry at Tellson & Co., a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the Marquis St. Evremonde 
was placed on Mr. Lorry's desk. Darnay 
offered to deliver it to the proper person. 
When he was alone, he read the letter. 
It was from an old family servant who 
had been imprisoned by the Revolution¬ 
ists. He begged the Marquis St. Evre¬ 
monde to save his life. Darnay realized 
that he must go to Paris. Only Dr. Ma¬ 
nette knew of Darnay's family name, and 
the doctor had been sworn to secrecy. 

Darnay and Mr. Lorry went to Paris, 
the latter to look after the French branch 
of Tellson & Co. Shortly after his arrival 
Darnay was seized as an undesirable im¬ 
migrant after Defarge had ordered his 
arrest. Mr. Lorry was considerably upset 
when Lucie and Dr. Manette suddenly 
arrived in Paris. Some of the doctor's 
friends had informed him of Darnay's 
arrest. The old man felt that his own 
imprisonment in the Bastille would win 
the sympathy of the Revolutionists and 
enable him to save his son-in-law. 

After fifteen months of waiting, Dar¬ 
nay was brought to trial. Able to prove 

(Story Continues on 
Two More Pages) 


Critique: 

This play won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1938. Portraying typical American small¬ 
town life, the play employs a minimum 
of scenery. A stage manager remains 
informally on the stage throughout the 
play and helps to explain much of the 
action. The tender and simple love 
story of George Gibbs and Emily Webb 
is the thread upon which the plot is 
strung. Our Town is an exceptionally 
fresh retelling of a timeless, nostalgic 
story. 

The Story: 

Early one morning in 1901 Dr. Gibbs 
returned to his home in Grover's Comers, 
New Hampshire. He had just been 
across the tracks to Polish Town to de¬ 
liver Mrs. Goruslowski's twins. On the 
street he met Joe Crowell, the morning 
paper boy, and Howie Newsome, the 
milkman. The day's work was begin¬ 
ning in Grover's Corners. 

Mrs. Gibbs had breakfast ready when 
her husband arrived, and she called the 
children, George and Rebecca, to the 
table. After breakfast the children left 
for school in the company of the Webb 
children, Wally and Emily, who lived 
across the way. 

After the children had gone, Mrs. 


Gibbs stepped out to feed her chickens. 
Seeing Mrs. Webb stringing beans in 
her back yard, she crossed over to talk 
with her. Mrs. Gibbs had been offered 
three hundred and fifty dollars for some 
antique furniture; she would sell the 
furniture, she had decided, if she could 
get Dr. Gibbs to take a vacation with 
her. But Dr. Gibbs had no wish to take 
a vacation; if he could visit the Civil 
War battlegrounds every other year, he 
was satisfied. 

The warm day passed, and the 
children began to come home from 
school. Emily Webb walked home alone 
pretending she was a great lady. George 
Gibbs, on his way to play baseball, 
stopped to talk to Emily and told her how 
much he admired her success at school. 
He could not, he insisted, imagine how 
anyone could spend so much time over 
homework as she did. Flattered, Emily 
promised to help George with his algebra. 
He said that he did not really need 
school work, because he was going to 
be a farmer as soon as he graduated from 
high school. 

When George had gone, Emily ran 
to her mother and asked if she were 
pretty enough to make boys notice her. 
Grudgingly, her mother admitted that 
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she was, but Mrs. Webb tried to turn 
Emily’s mind to other subjects. 

That evening, while Mrs. Webb and 
Mrs. Gibbs were at choir practice, George 
and Emily sat upstairs studying. Their 
windows faced each other, and George 
called to Emily for some advice on 
his algebra. Emily helped him, but she 
was more interested in the moonlight. 
When she called George’s attention to 
the beautiful night, he seemed only 
mildly interested. 

The ladies coming home from choir 
practice gossiped about their leader, 
Simon Stimson. He drank most of the 
time, and for some reason he could not 
adjust himself to small-town life. The 
ladies wondered how it would all end. 
Mr. Webb also wondered. He was the 
editor of the local paper; and, as he 
came home, he met Simon roaming the 
deserted streets. When Mr. Webb reached 
his home, he found Emily still gazing 
out of her window at the moon—and 
dreaming. 

At the end of his junior year in high 
school George was elected president of 
his class, and Emily was elected secretary- 
treasurer. When George walked home 
with Emily after the election, she seemed 
so cold and indifferent that George asked 
for an explanation. She told him that 
all the girls thought him conceited and 
stuck-up because he cared more for base¬ 
ball than he did for his friends. She ex¬ 
pected men to be perfect, like her father 
and his. 

George said that men could not be 
perfect, but that women could—like 
Emily. Then Emily began to cry, in¬ 
sisting that she was far from perfect. 
George offered to buy her a soda. As 
they drank their sodas, they found that 
they really had liked each other for a 
long time. George said he thought he 
would not go away to agricultural school, 
after all. When he graduated from high 
school, he would start right in working 
on the farm. 

After a time Dr. and Mrs. Gibbs 
learned that George wanted to marry 


Emily as soon as he left high school. 
At first it was a shock to them, for they 
could not imagine that George was any¬ 
thing but a child. They wondered how 
he could provide for a wife; whether 
Emily could take care of a house. Then 
Dr. and Mrs. Gibbs remembered their 
own first years of married life. They 
had had troubles, but now they felt that 
the troubles had been overshadowed by 
their joys. They decided that George 
could marry Emily if he wished. 

On the morning of his wedding day 
George dropped in on Mr. and Mrs. 
Webb, and Mrs. Webb left the men 
alone so that her husband could advise 
George. But all that Mr. Webb had to 
say was that no one could advise anyone 
else on matters as personal as marriage. 

When George had gone, Emily came 
down to her last breakfast in her parents’ 
home. Both she and Mrs. Webb cried. 
Mrs. Webb had meant to give her daugh¬ 
ter some advice on marriage, but she 
was unable to bring herself to it. 

At the church, just before the cere¬ 
mony, both Emily and George felt as if 
they were making a mistake; they did 
not want to get married. By the time 
the music started, however, both of them 
were calm. The wedding ceremony was 
soon over. And Grover’s Corners lost 
one of its best baseball players. 

Nine years passed; it was the summer 
of 1913. Up in the graveyard above the 
town the dead lay, resting from the 
cares of their lives on earth. Now there 
was a new grave; Emily had died in 
childbirth and George was left alone with 
his four-year-old son. 

It was raining as the funeral proces¬ 
sion wound its way up the hill to the 
new grave. Then Emily appeared shyly 
before the other dead. Solemnly they 
welcomed her to her rest. But she did 
not want to rest; she wanted to live over 
again the joys of her life. It was possible 
to do so, but the others warned her 
against trying to relive a day in her 
mortal life. 

Emily chose to live over her twelfth 


birthday. At first it was exciting to be 
young again, but the excitement wore 
off quickly. The day held no joy, now 
that Emily knew what was in store for 
the future. It was unbearably painful 
to realize how unaware she had been 
of the meaning and wonder of life while 
she was alive. Simon Stimson, a suicide, 
told her that life was like that, a time 
of ignorance and blindness and folly. He 


Critique: 

Dickens is a remarkable story-teller. 
Although one may complain of the many 
characters in his stories, each character is 
necessary to complete the pattern of the 
Dickens plot. In this novel of the French 
Revolution, Dickens’ treatment of his 
complicated plot, every event of which 
draws toward one great climax against 
the greater drama of history, is both de¬ 
lightful and fascinating to experience. 

The Story: 

The early rumbling of the French 
Revolution was echoing across the Eng¬ 
lish Channel. In Paris a lonely old man 
waited in an attic for his first meeting 
with a daughter whom he had not seen 
since she was a baby. With the aid of 
Mr. Jarvis Lorry, an agent for the Franco- 


was still bitter in death. 

Emily returned to her resting place. 
When night had fallen, George ap¬ 
proached full of grief and threw himself 
on Emily’s grave. She felt pity for 
him and for all the rest of the living. 
For now she knew how little they really 
understood of the wonderful gift that is 
life itself. 


British banking house of Tellson & Co., 
the lovely Lucie Manette had been 
brought to Paris to find her father, im¬ 
prisoned for eighteen years in the Bas¬ 
tille. Above the wine shop of Madame 
and M. Defarge, Dr. Manette was kept 
secretly until his rescuers could take him 
safely back to England. Day after day 
Madame Defarge sat outside her wine 
shop, knitting into a long scarf strange 
symbols which would later spell out a 
death list of hated aristocrats. 

Five years later Lucie Manette sat be¬ 
side her father in the courtroom of the 
Old Bailey, where Charles Darnay, a 
teacher of languages, was on trial for 
treasonable activities which involved his 
passing between France and England on 
secret business. A man named John Bar- 


A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

Type of work: Novel 

Author: Charles Dickens (1812-1870) 

Type of plot: Historical romance 
Time of plot: French Revolution 
Locale: France and England 
First published: 1859 

Principal characters 

Dr. Manette, a former prisoner in the Bastille 
Lucie Manette, his daughter 
Mr. Lorry, an agent of Tellson & Co. 
Charles Darnay, Marquis St. Evr&nonde 
Sydney Carton, a lawyer’s clerk 
Miss Pross, a servant 
Madame Defarge, a French revolutionary 
M. Defarge, her husband 
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Gentlemen: 

I am returning your FREE GIFT STAMP which entitles me to 
receive entirely FREE the big, beautifully bound Volume I of 
MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE. I am also en¬ 
titled to receive another volume each month from this 15 Volume 
set which I may buy at the low price of only $2.98 plus shipping 
and handling ... or I may return after 7 days and owe abso¬ 
lutely nothing. Volume I is mine to keep as a gift in any event. 
If I wish, I may cancel at ANYTIME and you will send no further 
volumes after receiving my cancellation. 
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new set. 
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